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%PHASIS

“The Enemies ... Whose
End Is Destruction”

Dictionary.com defines “oppo-
sition” as “the action of op-
posing, resisting, or combating;
antagonism or hostility.” This im-
plies something that is the work
of an enemy. Certainly, there are
many enemies of God, the Lord
Jesus Christ and His people. They
follow the direction of their lead-
er: Satan. Sadly, many of the in-
dividuals whom he uses for his
purposes are deceived: ignorant
of the truth and what honors God
— all of which is readily found in
the Bible for those who take the
time to read it.

We are thankful when we hear
stories of any who come to believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Up to that
point they have all been in opposi-
tion to Christ, for Jesus said, “He
who is not with Me is against Me”
(Mt. 12:30 nksv). Often, what God
used to bring them, and us, to a
saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus
was the faithfulness of one or two
Christians. Is God using you — or
are you allowing God to use you —
for the eternal blessing of another?

The Lord Jesus taught, “You
have heard that it was said, ‘You
shall love your neighbor and hate
your enemy.’ But I say to you, love
your enemies, bless those who

curse you, do good to those who
hate you, and pray for those who
spitefully use you and persecute
you, that you may be sons of your
Father in heaven; for He makes
His sun rise on the evil and on the
good, and sends rain on the just
and on the unjust ... Therefore you
shall be perfect, just as your Father
in heaven is perfect” (Mt. 5:43-
45,48). In his letter to the Romans,
Paul wrote: “Bless those who per-
secute you; bless and do not curse
... Repay no one evil for evil ...
As much as depends on you, live
peaceably with all men. Beloved,
do not avenge yourselves, but
rather give place to wrath; for it is
written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will
repay,” says the Lord. Therefore ‘if
your enemy is hungry, feed him; if
he is thirsty, give him a drink; for
in so doing you will heap coals of
fire on his head.” Do not be over-
come by evil, but overcome evil
with good” (12:14,17-21).
Obviously our attitude today is
not to destroy the enemies, but it is
to weep for those who “are the en-
emies of the cross of Christ: whose
end is destruction” (Phil. 3:18-19).

@u/
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%RSHIP

“But [ Say Unts lfou”

by Bill Kulkens

“Ye have heard that is hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bor, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies,
bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and
pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.”
— Matthew 5:43-44 kjv

he Lord Jesus exposed the

false teachings that the reli-
gious leaders were preaching in
His day. Among the many false
teachers were the Pharisees, Sad-
ducees, scribes and lawyers. They
focused on outward conformity
to the law of Moses. The Lord Je-
sus brought us God’s perspective,
which includes the heart — the
inward moral reality of mankind.

The verses above show us
the last of six quotes by the Lord
from the Old Testament and
His explanation for them. Right
away, if we are honest with our-
selves, we realize that while out-
wardly we may be able to show
obedience to some or all of these
commands, inwardly we know
we come up short. When we re-
view the kings of Israel and Ju-
dah we see the same failures on
many of the six commands that
the Lord reviewed. In fact, all of
mankind is disobedient inwardly
in some way.

Only the Lord Jesus was com-
pletely obedient to the law of Mo-
ses, both inwardly and outward-
ly. He not only taught us that
we need to love our enemies and
not hate them, He also lived that
way. When the Lord considered
Jerusalem’s rejection of Him, He
shared His desire to bless and not
curse; but the people “would not”
receive Him and His blessing (Mt.
23:37). At the time when the Lord
revealed to Peter that he would
deny knowing Him, the Lord told
His disciple that He had prayed
for him (Lk. 22:31-32). The very
moment Judas Iscariot arrived to
betray the Lord, He greeted the
betrayer with the term “friend”
(Mt. 26:50). Dying on the cross
by the hands of wicked men, the
Lord Jesus asked His Father to
“forgive them; for they know not
what they do” (Lk. 23:34).

What a wonderful, faithful
Savior! He alone deserves our
worship and praise. GT
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fter being released from pris-

on, a Christian human rights
lawyer was able to phone his
family. His wife was delighted
to hear from him, but she could
hardly make sense of what he was
saying. The reason was not a poor
telephone signal; rather, the iso-
lation and torture he had experi-
enced while in prison had left the
man unable to speak coherently.
What was his “crime”? He had as-
sisted fellow believers.

For more than 50 days his
captors had given him shock
treatments by holding an electric
baton to his face and piercing his
skin with toothpicks. At another
time propaganda had been broad-
cast continuously into his prison
cell by means of a loudspeaker
for 68 weeks. During his impris-
onment the man had no access

The Promise 0f Persecution

%TURE

by Martin Girard

to reading material or electronic
media, and he had no genuine
human contact at any time. His
one meal each day consisted of a
single slice of bread and a piece
of cabbage. As a result he lost
about 50 pounds in weight as
well as many of his teeth because
of malnutrition. He has been un-
der house arrest since his release
from prison. Although his wife
and family members have es-
caped to the west, the man refus-
es to leave his home country. He
believes God has a work for him
to do there.

This one man’s experience
is typical of so many others. All
across the world, there are indi-
viduals who are persecuted for
their faith in Christ and are suf-
fering. Those of us who enjoy
freedom should be concerned.
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Hebrews 13:3 exhorts us to “re-
member them that are in bonds,
as bound with them” (xv). Do
we think of those who are being
persecuted, and do we pray for
them? Are our hearts moved for
them in their trials? We should,
in a sense, know what it means
to be “bound with them” as we
take their distressing experiences
to heart.

Did you know that the Bible
has a lot to say about persecution?
I decided to do a little research by
looking up such words as “per-
secute,” “persecution,” “suffer,”
“suffering,” “oppressed,” “oppres-
sion,” “trouble” and “tribulation”
in my concordance. I found a lot
of references! “Persecution” is just
one word; the others help us to un-
derstand what persecution means.
It is not an isolated concept, for it
leads to suffering, oppression and
trouble. The psalmist was experi-
encing it and asked God how long
it would continue before his tor-
mentors were judged (Ps.119:84).
Eliphaz, one of Job’s friends, de-
clared, “Man is born unto trouble,
as the sparks fly upward” (Job
5:7). You will understand what
he meant if you have ever stood
near a fire and watched the sparks
flying up into the night sky. Trou-
bles can be plentiful. As part of the
human race we are “born unto”
them. Persecution is just one of
those “troubles.”

Other Scriptures add breadth
to the subject. Persecution is of-
ten meted out by the proud upon
those who are poor (Ps. 10:2). It
can result in the persecuted soul
being brought very low, for those
who do the oppressing are char-
acterized by being stronger than
the victims they oppress (142:6).
Another fact to consider is this:
Those who love God’s Word can
often be persecuted on account
of it. The psalmist alluded to this
when he wrote: “All Thy com-
mandments are faithful: they per-
secute me wrongfully: help Thou
me. They had almost consumed
me upon earth; but I forsook not
Thy precepts” (119:86,87). He
found it difficult to understand
why he had to suffer for his belief
in God’s Word and his love for it.

A Real Experience

There is a saying, “Sticks and
stones may break my bones, but
words will never hurt me.” This,
however, is not always true. Un-
kind words can wound deeply.
Paul faced reproach for his trust
in the living God (1 Tim. 4:10).
Nehemiah and his fellow-workers
were mocked mercilessly as they
rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem.
They were called “feeble Jews”
by their opponents, who ridiculed
their efforts. Tobiah the Ammo-
nite taunted the builders by say-
ing the wall was so fragile that
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the weight of a fox would cause it
to collapse (Neh. 4:2-3).

Others have faced false accusa-
tions. Charles Spurgeon, the well-
known British preacher of the nine-
teenth century, and his wife kept
some hens. Critics accused them of
being mean because they always
sold the eggs and never gave any
away to family members or friends.
It was only after the deaths of both
Mr. and Mrs. Spurgeon that the
truth became known. All profits
from the sale of the
hens’ eggs were used

It is a great comfort

experience it, and a believer who
is under pressure might sometimes
question the ways of God. It is a
great comfort to know that the Lord
Jesus was severely tested when here
on earth and is “touched” by our
trials and sufferings at this present
time (Heb. 4:15). He was accused of
using Satan’s power to perform mir-
acles, and His parentage was ques-
tioned by His hostile accusers who
labeled Him “a Samaritan” (Mt.
12:24; Jn. 8:41,48). How it must
have hurt the holy
Son of God to hear

to support two needy to know that the their vile taunts! But
elderly widows. The Lord Jesus was there were other ways
accusations had there- in which He suffered.
fore been very unkind severely tested when Before His crucifixion

and must have hurt

here on earth and

He was scourged and

the Spurgeons. is “touched” by our cruelly treated by Pi-

However, if taunts trials and sufferings late’s soldiers. Indeed,
do not succeed in dam- . . Isaiah had prophesied
aging the Lord’s work, at this present time that His face would
Satan will resort to (Heb. 4:195). be marred more than

other tactics. We find

this in the experience of Nehemiah.
When the accusations of the enemy
did not cause the work to cease,
Sanballat, Tobiah and their asso-
ciates “conspired ... to come and
to fight against Jerusalem” (4:8).
Nehemiah now faced the physical
presence of the enemy.

Examples Abound

From Scripture

Persecution can have a profoundly
detrimental effect upon those who

any other man’s (Isa.
52:14). Truly, He was hated with-
out a cause (Ps. 69:4).

Making our way through
the pages of Scripture, it is pos-
sible to compile an extensive list
of individuals who experienced
persecution. The first was Abel
(Gen. 4), who was killed by his
jealous brother, Cain. Joseph, in
a similar way, faced the hostili-
ty of his own brothers. Hated by
them, he was sold as a slave and
transported to Egypt. There, false-
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ly accused, he found himself in
prison with his feet painfully fas-
tened in iron fetters (Ps. 105:18).
Surely he was tempted to think he
had been abandoned by God! The
nation of Israel suffered slavery in
Egypt and were a persecuted peo-
ple (Ex. 1). Moses, their deliverer,
deliberately chose to “suffer afflic-
tion with the people of God” (Heb.
11:25). Others, like him, found
that there is a price to pay for
faithfulness. Daniel’s three friends
faced the burning fiery furnace
(Dan. 3), and Daniel

severely at the hands of ungodly
men, as Hebrews 11:36-38 teaches.

For Us Today
The prospect of persecution is
one from which we cannot es-
cape. In His discourse adjacent to
the temple in Jerusalem shortly
before His death, the Lord Jesus
outlined future events associated
with His return. He made it clear
that before the “fearful sights and
great signs ... from heaven” His
followers would face persecution
and be “brought be-

himself was cast into
the den of lions (Dan.
6). Jeremiah, like
so many prophets of
old, was persecut-
ed (Jer. 17:18; Jas.
5:10). David, too, in
many of his psalms
described his feelings
as he faced the relent-

We rejoice that
our Savior has
overcome the
world, but we are
not so keen to be
reminded that we
will face tribulation
in the world!

fore kings and rulers”
(Lk. 21:11-12). He
also taught His dis-
ciples in John 16:33
that they would face
difficulties in the
world. His words
should leave us in no
doubt: “In the world
ye shall have tribula-

less persecution of a
cruel enemy and pleaded for God’s
deliverance (Ps. 31:15).

The same theme runs through
the New Testament. John the Bap-
tist died as a martyr for his faith-
fulness in speaking the truth (Mt.
14), and others trod the same path.
Stephen was stoned; James was be-
headed, and according to tradition
both Peter and Paul experienced
martyrdom. The list is extensive
and proves beyond question that
many of God’s servants suffered

tion.” The final part
of the verse — “be of good cheer;
I have overcome the world” - is
perhaps quoted more often. We
rejoice that our Savior has over-
come the world, but we are not so
keen to be reminded that we will
face tribulation in the world!
When Paul and Barnabas vis-
ited the places where they had
preached the gospel in order to
encourage the new believers, they
exhorted them “to continue in the
faith” and made it clear that “we
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must through much tribulation
enter into the kingdom of God”
(Acts 14:22). Like their Master,
these two servants did not want
any new disciple to be deluded.
The pathway ahead is difficult,
and persecution is to be expect-
ed from the world. They believed
the words spoken by the Lord
Jesus: “If they have persecuted
Me, they will also persecute you”
(Jn. 15:20). Early on, the new be-
lievers in Thessalonica had been
warned by Paul that they would
face opposition from a hostile
world. When it arose, Paul was
concerned that they should not
“be moved” by the afflictions, for
“we are appointed thereunto,” he
declared (1 Th. 3:1-4).

In fact, although we may find
it difficult to understand this, the
Lord has a purpose in allowing us
to be persecuted. Philippians 1:29
states: “For unto you it is given in
the behalf of Christ, not only to
believe on Him, but also to suf-
fer for His sake.” The word trans-
lated as “given” actually means
“graciously bestowed.” Have we
grasped this? Not only has He
graciously enabled us to believe
in Christ; He also has graciously
bestowed upon us, or given to us,
the privilege of suffering persecu-
tion for His name’s sake! Although
we may not like the prospect, per-

secution is divinely permitted and
is a means by which we can be
drawn nearer to our dear Savior
who suffered for us.

Conclusion

In drawing these thoughts to a
conclusion, two final points must
be considered. What can we do
when we face persecution for the
sake of our Master? Psalm 119
supplies the answer: We must
draw upon the Word of God. The
persecuted writer of this psalm:
 Placed his hope in the Word
(v.81),

+ Looked expectantly for it (v.82),
 Refused to forget it (v.83),

+ Acknowledged that it was faith-
ful (v.86),

- Did not forsake its teaching
(v.87), and

+ Vowed that he would obey it
(v.88).

We need that Word too! In the
trials of life we must cling to
its promises and feed upon its
truth. Only in this way can we
be strengthened and brought
through.

If our present pathway is fair-
ly easy, let us never forget those
elsewhere who are facing the per-
secution of a hostile world. As
they experience the heat of the
furnace, let us constantly remem-
ber them in our prayers. GT

“In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer;
I have overcome the world” — John 16:33 ksv
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%TURE

A Very

Long War

by Roger Penney

Battle For The Minds
Satan has long-term aims. These
are mainly to destroy every-
thing and everyone who stands
up for God and the truth of the
Bible. As he has done with Isra-
el, the Evil One targets Christians
to destroy, undermine and sub-
vert them by any means possi-
ble; while he directs the thoughts
of the world away from what is
good, right and true. It is the Dev-
il’s intention to bring everyone in
the world, after he has destroyed
the last vestige of godliness, into
complete subjection to himself by
means of his Antichrist.

The war against the truth has
been going on from the very be-
ginning. Satan lied to Eve (Gen.
3:1). The letters to the angels of
the churches in Revelation 2-3
tell how the war has been brought
into this age. The turning away
from the love of God to religious
practices and rituals is one ploy
of the evil powers. Other tactics
in churches have been in the rise

of clericalism, mystical arts, dead
pride and unholy formalism.

It is in modern times that a
new form of warfare emerged.
This appeared roughly from the
time of Tyndale and FErasmus
(around 1500 AD), when hun-
dreds of papyrus manuscripts
became available to translators,
freeing Bible translations from
the dead hand of Christendom.

The religious wars which fol-
lowed the Protestant Reformation
brought about an intellectual
turning away from religion, at
least in Europe. “Thinkers” for-
sook the spiritual to concentrate
on the material, and on politics
rather than religion. Clearly this
took people’s attention away
from God and His Word.

In the providence of God, a
large number of working and low-
er middle class people clung to the
Bible, family life and godliness.
They tended to think for them-
selves. The Bible-based thinking
among these classes spread to all
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the English-speaking nations and
beyond. Many of these individu-
als were self-educated, and they
were therefore strongly influ-
enced by God’s Word.

From the eighteenth century
through the nineteenth and into
the twentieth centuries, there
continued a spread of Christianity
worldwide. But Satan was already
stirring opposition and undermin-
ing the truth of the gospel. Birds
snatched away the good seed,
or it fell on stony ground (Mt.
13:1-9). In particular the weeds
of unbelief and falsehood choked
much of the healthy growth.

Efforts To Choke The

Spread Of The Gospel

Science, encouraged though it
was by Christian interest in God’s
creation, was subverted by the
philosophical refusal to look be-
yond the material universe. This
did not affect many of the lower
classes, but Satan had hit upon
another ploy to stir up the discon-
tented: extreme patriotism and
violence. This again involved the
dismissal of the spiritual in favor
of the material.

Soon science turned to hu-
manistic atheism and secularism.
All that there was in the eyes of
shortsighted man was the materi-
al. Man’s natural enmity against
God readily, with increasing ea-
gerness, took on humanistic val-

ues and rejected what was seen
as old and worn out Christianity.
The ungodly theory of evolution
turned men and women away
from the Bible and God in droves.
They were deceived into believing
that science had disproved the Bi-
ble. Meanwhile two more sinister
movements also arose which in-
flamed human pride and unbelief.

A Direct Attack On The Bible
Religion weakened, and faith
was seen as “a leap in the dark”
(Kierkegaard). Romanticism and
rationalism took over, and ma-
terialistic science came to be the
means of interpreting the Word of
God. A number of vocal individu-
als, in what became known as the
Higher Criticism, attempted to rid
the Bible of the supernatural. Of
course if you do that, you do not
have much left. This was exact-
ly what Satan wanted. The Bible
was no longer believed to be the
Word of God, but a collection of
human documents, few of which
were written at the times claimed
in Scripture, nor by the writers
who the Bible said were “holy
men of God [who] spake as they
were moved by the Holy [Spirit]”
(2 Pet. 1:21 xyv). Indeed, there
was no Holy Spirit according to
these proponents of unbelief.

It can only be by satanic de-
lusion that academia all over the
western world capitulated to this
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deluded way of thinking. Now
the majority of Bible colleges
and seminaries for the training of
evangelists and pastors are infect-
ed by unbelief. Students come out
brainwashed and unable to teach
the truth of God, only spewing a
watered-down religiosity.

There are a few faithful men
and women who teach the truth —
the Bible and nothing but the Bi-
ble. Perhaps this is how God allows
it to be, for He takes “the foolish
things of the world to confound
the wise; and God hath chosen the
weak things of the world to con-
found the things which are mighty;
and base things of the world, and
things which are despised, hath
God chosen, and things which are
not to bring to nought things that
are: that no flesh should glory in
His presence” (1 Cor. 1:27-29).

The Power Of Evil Has Risen,
Is Rising And Will Have

A Brief Triumph

There are newer and more infec-
tious strategies of the enemy with
which to deal. Let us, therefore,
remind ourselves of what God tells
us through the apostle Paul, “For
though we walk in the flesh, we
do not war after the flesh: (for the
weapons of our warfare are not car-
nal, but mighty through God to the
pulling down of strongholds;) cast-
ing down imaginations [reason-
ings], and every high thing that ex-

alteth itself against the knowledge
of God, and bringing into captivity
every thought to the obedience of
Christ” (2 Cor. 10:3-5).

Thoughts And Thinking

We must deal with our own
thought life first, which can only
be done by reading the Bible dai-
ly and meditating on it (see Phil.
4:8-9). We need to be prepared
for the difficult task before us, for
now Satan is even changing the
meaning of words. “Walls,” for ex-
ample, has become a dirty word,
and we are told we need to break
these down. This, we are told, in-
cludes the differences which God
has built into His creation. God at
the “beginning made them male
and female” (Mt. 19:4).

Sadly, a nation’s “values” may
be mistaken for the absolute mor-
al values of the Bible — but they
are different! Governments today
seek to establish their own values
in society as if God were dead. It
has been said that humans rule
the world, and we can choose to
do exactly as we like. Anything is
to be tolerated except, of course,
the perceived intolerance of Bib-
lical Christianity.

However, God and His values
are eternal, for “the word of the
Lord endureth for ever. And this
is the word which by the gospel is
preached unto you” (1 Pet. 1:25)!
May we be faithful to Him. GT
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Finally, my brethren, be strong in
the Lord, and in the power of His
might. Put on the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For
we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rul-
ers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high
places. Wherefore take unto you
the whole armour of God, that ye
may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand.
Stand therefore, having your loins
girt about with truth, and having
on the breastplate of righteousness;
and your feet shod with the prepa-
ration of the gospel of peace; above
all, taking the shield of faith where-
with ye shall be able to quench all
the fiery darts of the wicked. And
take the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word of God: praying always
with all prayer and supplication in
the Spirit, and watching thereunto
with all perseverance and supplica-
tion for all saints; and for me, that
utterance may be given unto me in
the opening of my mouth boldly, to
make known the mystery of the gos-
pel, for which I am an ambassador
in bonds; that therein I may speak
boldly, as I ought to speak.”
— Ephesians 6:10-20 kv

%TURE
GOD'S
ARMOR

FOR HIS
SAINTS

by J. Muckle

t is of the utmost importance for

the saints of God to be equipped
and protected with the armor He
has provided for them if they
would engage in the conflict of
good and evil according to His
will. This was never more nec-
essary than at the present time,
close to the end of the Church’s
history on earth, when Satan is
using every effort to wipe out the
testimony committed to the peo-
ple of God. The enemy thought
he had finished God’s testimony
when he moved men to crucify
the Son of God, but he soon found
that the testimony continued.
This was through the saints and
servants of the Lord, in the power
of the Holy Spirit.

Targets Of The Enemy

Those who have God’s testimony
in this world are the saints whom
Christ loves. This fact, however,
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makes them the object of Satan’s
malice, or intent to harm, and en-
mity. During the past centuries
many saints have passed through
untold sufferings in faithfulness
to the name of the Lord Jesus.
Now in these lands the wily foe
has adopted different means in
his opposition to Christ and those
He loves. The roaring lion has
transformed himself into an an-
gel of light, and his endeavors are
aimed at flattering the people of
God that they might be unfaith-
ful to Christ. He entices them
with worldly advantages through
which they can gratify the flesh,
and in this way their affections
are drawn away from Him. It is
undeniable that the world is in
the Church, and that the Church
is in the world.

Divine Resourses

Amid all the departure of these
last days, God’s resources for His
saints are undiminished, and His
armor is available for us. We have
three outstanding Scriptures that
bring before us this divine armor.
The first is Romans 13:12, where
we read: “The night is far spent,
the day is at hand: let us therefore
cast off the works of darkness, and
let us put on the armour of light”
(x;v). We are passing through a
world of darkness. It is under the
authority of Satan where men do
not have the knowledge of God.

To protect us in such a world, we
need the true knowledge of God
in our hearts: His “word is a lamp
unto my feet, and a light unto my
path” (Ps. 119:105). The powers of
darkness are repelled by the light
of the armor that God has provided
for us in His Word - if that Word is
livingly operative in our souls.

In 2 Corinthians 6:7, the
apostle Paul, while speaking of
how he and Timothy commend-
ed themselves as God’s ministers,
mentioned “the armour of righ-
teousness on the right hand and
on the left.” With this in view, no
matter what the circumstances
may be, nothing could ever excuse
any saint of God for acting un-
righteously. Anything unrighteous
would falsify the testimony of the
righteous God whom we serve, and
it would bring His glorious testimo-
ny into disrepute before the world.
Therefore at all times and in all
circumstances, righteousness must
mark God’s servant.

“The whole armour of God”
is brought before us in Ephesians
6. It is given to the saints of this
dispensation, or period of time,
to protect them in conflict with
the powers of darkness, as be-
lievers seeking to stand firm for
God during this evil day. God has
richly blessed His saints with ev-
ery spiritual blessing in the heav-
enly places in Christ, but Satan
wants to keep them from entering
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into this wonderful portion. We
have been chosen in Christ before
the foundation of the world and
marked out for sonship, accord-
ing to the good pleasure of God’s
will. The mystery of His will has
been made known to us, and ac-
cording to His eternal purpose we
have received an inheritance. At
present, we have access to the Fa-
ther and belong to the household
of God (see Eph. 1:3-12). The
Church has been united to Christ
as His body and it soon will be
presented to Him as His bride.
“The mystery,” which unfolds to
us the great secret of the ages, has
been revealed in all its parts; and
God desires that we should enter
into this in its breadth and length
and depth and height.

Knowing Satan’s malice and
continual opposition to all that is
of God, is it any wonder that he
is against those who have been so
highly favored with such amazing
revelations and wonderful bless-
ings? The saints have become
the objects of his assaults, and
especially when they endeavor
to hold fast the great truths con-
nected with the counsels and pur-
pose of God. The enemy presents
many things to attract the minds
and hearts of the saints, and he
will try to mar their testimony to
Christ. However, God has given
to us His full armor to enable us
to prevail in the conflict.

It is essential for us to realize
that we have no strength of our
own for this conflict, as the arm of
flesh cannot match principalities,
powers, the rulers of the darkness
of this world and spiritual wick-
edness in high places. To meet
such foes we must be “strong in
the Lord, and in the power of His
might.” The wiles of the devil can
only be met by divine armor; we
could never stand without it. Nor
can we do without it even for a
moment — not until we have left
this world behind and the “evil
day” is over for us.

The Armor

The first part of the armor is the
girdle of truth. This speaks of
truth in the inward parts, the state
formed in us through the Word
of God as learned in communion
with Christ. When addressing the
Father, the Lord Jesus prayed for
His own, “Sanctify them by the
truth: Thy word is truth” (Jn.
17:17). As truth enters into the
soul by the Word, the moral state
is produced which sets us apart
for God in this world. That gives
us power to resist all that is not
according to truth.

The breastplate of righteous-
ness protects the seat of the af-
fections. Anything unrighteous in
the life of the Christian will give
him a bad conscience, and the
enemy will not be slow to take
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advantage of it. We cannot have
communion with God if the con-
science is bad. No one could suc-
cessfully stand against evil with a
defiled conscience. How different
it is when conscience is good and
the heart rests in the enjoyment
of divine love — Christ dwelling
there by faith.

Our feet are to be shod with
the peace that is proclaimed in
the gospel. How very inconsis-
tent for anyone who speaks of the
gospel of peace to be marked by
traits that bring unrest and dis-
quiet among the saints of God.
Those who cause division and
strife do not have their feet shod
with peace; such are not able to
stand against the wiles of the
Devil. This does not mean that we
should seek peace at any price.
Rather, we should be marked
by peace even when in conflict
for the truth. One contending
for the truth should not take up
the sword in fleshly conflict or
strike a single blow with the arm
of flesh, for our weapons are not
carnal, but spiritual.

We need the shield of faith
when the enemy suggests that
God is not interested in us, or at
those times when he presents to
the heart the least doubt regard-
ing God’s unfailing care. What-
ever the circumstances in which
we are found, the shield of faith
brings God in for our help and

protection. There may be the
need for “the trial of your faith”
(1 Pet. 1:7). Those who have
passed through such trials and
have proved the reality of God’s
help in them can use the shield
of faith in the conflict of the “evil
day ... to quench all the fiery
darts of the wicked.”

For the head we have “the
helmet of salvation” to protect all
our thoughts and mind. Salvation
has come to us from God through
grace, and not a doubt regarding
this enters into the thoughts of
those who have the helmet of sal-
vation. If we had any doubts about
our salvation, how could we meet
our wily adversary? If we are en-
gaged with the truth brought out
in Ephesians 2, we will have taken
the helmet of salvation. In that sec-
ond chapter we learn that we have
been made alive with Christ, and
even now we sit in the heavenly
places “that in the ages to come He
might [show] the exceeding riches
of His grace in His kindness toward
us through Christ Jesus” (v.7).

To wield the sword of the Spir-
it we must be acquainted with the
Word of God. The Word becomes
the sword of the Spirit when it is
used under the guidance and con-
trol of the Holy Spirit. It is very
important then to feed upon the
Word of God, which is to become
in us the engrafted Word. How es-
sential is it that we should always
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live in communion with the Lord
so the Holy Spirit can use the Word
through us — that Word by which
we have been formed after Christ.

The last part of the armor is
prayer — “prayer and supplication
in the Spirit.” We must ever remain
in the attitude of dependence and
confidence in God, being guided in
all our prayers and supplications
by the Holy Spirit. Jude exhorted,
“Praying in the Holy Ghost” (v.20).
Our ever-watchful foe will seek to
keep us from prayer, but we are to
be “watching thereunto with all
perseverance.” Many things come
in to prevent us from taking time to
pray, therefore we must be watch-
ful lest our time become absorbed
with other things.

Prayer is not to be confined
to our own part in the conflict or
to the things that immediately en-

gage us, but we need to think of
all saints. The apostle Paul had a
very special place in the conflict
of good and evil, being set for
the defense of the gospel and “an
ambassador bound with a chain”
(unp) because he was minister of
“the mystery of the gospel.” De-
siring to continue with this pre-
cious ministry, Paul sought the
prayers of the saints, well know-
ing that the enemy would eager-
ly silence the announcing of this
wonderful truth.

In these last days, when the
truth of the mystery is so little
known among the saints of God,
should there not be constant prayer
to God that this precious truth
might be announced with boldness
in the power of the Spirit? GT

(This article was adapted from “An Outline
Of Sound Words,” StemPublishing.com)

“No weapon that is formec[ against thee
shall prosper; and every tongue that shall
rise against thee in 'uc@ment thou shalt
condemn. This is the ﬁem’mge of the ser-
vants of the Lorp, and their rigﬁteousness
is of Me, saith the Loro.

—saiah 54:17 K7V
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fter beginning the letter with

a brief introduction (Rom.
1:1-15), the apostle Paul present-
ed his major thesis to his readers
in Rome. It is about God’s mes-
sage of good news and His pow-
er for salvation (vv.16-17). Paul
wrote: “The righteousness of God
is revealed from faith to faith; as
it is written, ‘The just shall live by
faith’” (v.17 nkov). This short but
important statement says some-
thing about God, His spoken and
written Word, and how individu-
als receive them.

The message Paul was called
to pass along implies that God is
always right,! or just, whether in
His person — what He is in Him-
self, the triune God — or in what
He says and does. In other words,

in God’s plans, actions, govern-
mental dealings and communica-
tions, He is 100% right. Therefore
when God declares the sinner
guilty and to be condemned, He
is right. As the Creator, He set
the rules and is perfectly just in
His demands; and He is uniquely
qualified to judge.

In his speech to the Greek
leaders in Athens (Acts 17:22-31),
the apostle showed that the only
true God is:

» The Creator,

 Sustainer,

+ Ruler of the universe (even in

control of human history),

» The Savior-God, and

+ The supreme Judge.
This passage, which I suggest that
you read, addresses man’s need to
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believe in response to what God
says. It implies the necessity of faith
and confidence in Him. All these
matters, and more, are discussed
in detail in the book of Romans, an
epistle that can be called “a treatise>
about God and His righteousness.”

Some Background
The first book of the Bible, Gen-
esis, describes God’s magnificent
creation and man’s special re-
lationship with God (Gen. 1-2).
Soon afterwards, much was de-
stroyed by Satan’s successful at-
tack with subtle lies, as
well as through Adam

The more one

right in His verdict that “all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of
God” (Rom. 3:23). However, when
someone of fallen humankind turns
to God in true repentance and God
declares him or her “just,” or “righ-
teous,” God is still right!

Paul developed the theme of
righteousness as follows. The en-
tire human race descended from
Noah’s three sons, Ham, Japheth
and Shem (Gen. 9), and Paul
showed that they knew the truth
but soon suppressed it in unrigh-
teousness (Rom. 1:18-20). This was
not long after God had
revealed Himself as the

and Eve’s disobedience has received, righteousJudge in Noah’s

and subsequent fall into flood. The descendents
the more

sin (Gen. 3). This had i of Ham (Gen. 10:6-20)

consequences for the en- esponsible he ..o gescribed in Romans

tire human race and its
immediate and ultimate
history, but God was not without
resources. He brought a sacrifice,
an innocent substitute that took
Adam and Eve’s place. They both
believed God, who, before driving
them out of the garden in His righ-
teous judgment (v.24), clothed
them with the skins of the inno-
cent animal sacrifice (v.21), which
was a picture of “the garments of
salvation ... [and] robe of righ-
teousness” (Isa. 61:10).

Summary Of Romans
Writing over 4,000 years after
the fall, Paul showed that God is

is before God.

1:21-32, of Japheth (Gen.
10:2-5) in Romans 2:1-
16, and of Shem (Gen. 10:21-30;
11:10-32) in Romans 2:17-3:20.

The more one has received,
the more responsible he is before
God. This principle is demonstrat-
ed in the indictment that all are
under God’s judgment and con-
demned, but the harshest terms
are used for the Jews, who had
descended from Shem. The Jews,
as we know from Scripture, were
given, or had, the most light.

Here is a brief outline of Ro-
mans, besides the preface (1:1-
17), the postscript (16:17-24), and
the doxology (16:25-27):
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1. Sinful humans need God’s righ-
teousness (1:18-3:20).

2. God has provided righteousness
through Christ’s sacrifice (3:21-26).
3. Righteousness is received
through faith (3:27-4:25).

4. Righteousness is experienced
in the soul (5:1-8:17).

5. Righteousness is guaranteed
in bringing permanent blessing
(8:18-39).

6. Righteousness is seen in God’s
sovereignty and ways, without
setting aside Israel
and human respon-
sibility. This includes

In all these details
we see God'’s saving,

get saved. Through him, sinners
were led back to God and saved,
becoming true worshipers now
and for eternity (15:8-21).

This amazing epistle shows
God’s righteousness in condemn-
ing guilty humans and providing
salvation for those who repent,
including a work of God to ensure
such a response. We should note
that God works:

+ For the salvation of the lost in
setting them free from the guilt of
sin through the blood
of Christ (3:20-5:11);
from the power of sin

God’s dispensational sanctifying and and death through
dealings, with im- transforming power Christ’s death and res-
portant lessons for us . p urrection, through a
(Rom. 9-11). as displayed in work of the Holy Spir-

7. Righteousness is dis-
played in transformed
lives (Rom. 12-16).

those who were “in
Adam” and who are
now “in Christ.”

it (5:12-8:10); and
from the presence of
sin (8:11-39);

Despite Opposition —
A Response Towards God
God’s thoughts are contested by
man, and for this reason the apos-
tle introduced rhetorical ques-
tions with the words, “What shall
we say then?” The answer is obvi-
ous each of the seven times (Rom.
3:5, 4:1, 6:1, 7:7, 8:31, 9:14,30).
Paul described the ministry
he received from God as an apos-
tle (Rom. 11), but he was also a
bondman, an evangelist, a teach-
er and a priest with respect to
those who accept the gospel and

» Inthose saved and
restored to God - there is a forma-
tion and sanctification of those set
apart for Him. This is illustrated
in Israel’s story, past, present and
future (9:1-11:36); and
» With the redeemed ones that
they would be instruments of
blessing now and forever (Rom.
12-16). The redeemed ones are
transformed through the minis-
try of the Holy Spirit in their re-
lationship to God, themselves,
each other, earthly govern-
ments, believers with different
convictions and unbelievers.
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In all these details we see
God’s saving, sanctifying and
transforming power as displayed
in those who were “in Adam”
and who are now “in Christ.”
They become instruments to be
used by God for His glory and
the benefit of others, always ac-
cording to God’s righteousness.
Those who reject God’s offer
of salvation are under condem-
nation and will suffer eternal
damnation, forced to bow the
knee (Phil. 2:10); whereas the
redeemed ones bow
the knee as willing

Paul’s ministry still

worry - no separation (vv.31-39).
These verses contain very much.
Meditation of every verse brings us
to admire the wisdom of our God,
His love and compassion — especial-
ly the gift of His beloved Son (8:32).
In Romans, Paul was an
evangelist, missionary, teacher,
prophet and priest. As a proph-
et, he spoke on God’s behalf to
bring people back to Him. Paul’s
ministry still brings fruit for
God, as many souls are accept-
ing God’s message of salvation
even today (15:15-
29). In priestly ser-

worshipers. brings fruit for God, vice, through his
as many souls are letter, Paul leads
Romans 8 believers to glorify

We should pay spe-
cial attention to this
chapter. In seven
points we recognize
for the believer:

1. A new position, freedom from judg-
ment —no condemnation (vv.1-4);

2. A new life, freedom from de-
feat — victory (vv.5-12);

3. A new relationship, freedom from
fear — liberty of sons (vv.13-17);

4. A new hope, freedom from de-
spair — living in hope (vv.18-25);
5. A new help, freedom from
helplessness — helped by the Holy
Spirit (vv.26-27);

6. A new knowledge, freedom
from adversity — confidence in God
(vv.28-30); and

7. A new assurance, freedom from

accepting God’s
message of salvation
even today.

God (Rom. 8:31-39,
11:33-36, 15:9-13,
16:25-27). Are you
glorifying Him? GT
Endnote:

1. Romans has many references to
God’s “righteousness.” Various terms
such as “justification,” the “declara-
tion of righteousness,” “to justify,”
“righteous” or “just,” and “justly,”
plus words with the opposite meaning
like “unrighteous,” “unjust,” and simi-
lar ones — are all from the same Greek
root. We count 77 occurrences (or ref-
erences) of words derived from this
root in Romans, much more than in
any other book of the New Testament.

2. Treatise is defined as “a formal and
systematic exposition in writing of the
principles of a subject, generally lon-
ger and more detailed than an essay”
(Dictionary.com).
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SERIES

Why, Didl Jesus Com

ne?

- Part 1

by Shereen Ghobrial

The Origin Of His Mission

They said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and
mother we know? How does He now say, ‘I have come down

from heaven’?”

—John 6:42 esv

“For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will but the

will of Him who sent Me.”

—John 6:38

“I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me. If

another comes in his own name, you will receive him.”

big portion of the popula-

tion in the country in which
I live is made up of immigrants.
Some boast about their country
of origin while others try to hide
that fact, depending on that na-
tion’s history and fame. Think
about your friends at school or
your colleagues at work. How
would you feel if one of them
came and told you he did not
immigrate from Sudan, Italy
or any other country, but from
heaven? Would you believe him;
or would you reject his claim,
thinking he was lying or insane?

What would it take to make
you believe such an assertion
from a friend whom you know

-John 5:43

very well? You would probably
need two conditions met:

1. Witnesses — that person must
be very special, and there must be
trustworthy witnesses who testify
of his being special (or confirm
his claim).

2. Faith — you would want to hear
some of those testimonies, and
by believing them you could put
your trust in that person and his
claims for being special.

In John 6:35-40, Jesus pre-
sented Himself as the bread of life
that came from heaven. This was
a big shock to the Jews who were
acquainted with His whole fam-
ily, including Mary, His mother,
and Joseph, His legal father.
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The Lord Jesus did not come
without witnesses, but He had
many witnesses confirming He is
the Son of God who came from
heaven. The testimonies of those
witnesses are recorded in the Bi-
ble and spread all over the world.
What is left for you and me is to
believe what was written: Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and
through believing we may have
life in His name (20:31).

1. God’s responsibility: The Lord
said, “And this is the will of Him
who sent Me, that I should lose
nothing of all that He has given
Me, but raise it up on the last day”
(v.39). The Father gave the Son
specific people, and the Lord will
ensure their safety and salvation.

2. Man’s responsibility — the ex-
pected response: The Lord said in
the following verse: “For this is the
will of My Father, that everyone

Witnesses That Jesus Is The Son Of God

Mt. 3:17, 17:5; Mk. 1:11, 9:7; Lk. 3:22, 9:35; 2 Pet. 1:17

The Father

The Holy Spirit Mk. 1:1

Jesus Himself Jn. 9:35-38, 10:36; Rev. 2:18
Scripture Jn. 5:39

His works Jn. 10:37-38

His disciples Mt. 14:33, 16:16; Jn. 1:34,49, 11:27
His enemies Mk. 5:7, 15:39; Mt. 27:54

As a heavenly Man, Jesus
came with a heavenly mission,
commissioned by the Father Him-
self. The plan of this mission was
made in eternity past and exe-
cuted in the fullness of time. As
a Man on a mission, the Lord Je-
sus was in complete compliance,
following the orders of His Top
Commander, the Father; that is
why it was right for Him to say,
“not to do My own will but the
will of Him who sent Me.” (6:38).
His mission, the will of the Fa-
ther, has two aspects:

who looks on the Son and believes
in Him should have eternal life,
and I will raise him up on the last
day” (v.40). The Father’s will is for
the Son to be presented to every-
one and that whoever believes in
Him will have eternal life.!

These aspects must not be
separated into two different
missions, as to do so may lead
us to wrong conclusions. For ex-
ample, if we stress only God’s
responsibility we can reach the
conclusion that because God
has chosen people to be saved,
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He has chosen others to go to
hell. The Bible teaches us that
all men have sinned and they
deserve hell, but God has cho-
sen some for great salvation and
glories (2 Th. 2:13; Rom. 9:23).
The Bible does not teach us that
God has chosen anyone for hell;
rather, individuals have pre-
pared themselves to destruction
through their sinful life (v.22).

On the other side, if we stress
man’s responsibility we can reach
the wrong conclusion that we are
saved only because of something
we have done, which would elim-
inate the value of God’s grace.
The Bible, however, stresses the
goal of our calling and salvation
is “to the praise of His glorious
grace” (Eph. 1:5-6,12).

When we consider this two-
fold mission in its entirety, it has
great value for us. It is a mission
planned in heaven, in eternity
past, to send a heavenly Man to
earth to save sinful humans and
change them by giving them eter-
nal life to be heavenly beings. GT

Look for part 2 in next
month’s edition!

Endnotes

1. The expression “eternal life” in the
Bible is not just describing a life that
would last forever; in fact, all human
spirits will last forever. In essence,
the expression “eternal life” refers to
God’s life, which was revealed and
displayed in the Lord Jesus. This eter-
nal life is granted by the Holy Spirit to
those who believe in the Lord Jesus, at
the time of their new birth.

Lord Jesus Christ, our Saviour Thou, with joy we worship Thee,

We know Thou hast redeemed us, by dying on the tree.

We know the love that brought Thee down, down from that bliss on high;
To meet our ruined souls in need, on Calvary’s cross to die.

Our Saviour Jesus — Lord Thou art, eternal is Thy love;

Eternal, too, our songs of praise, when with Thee, Lord, above.

—Thomas E. Purdom (1852-1942)
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THE
TEMPTED
STONE

by Michael and
Dolly Makary

he Lord Jesus Christ was often

tempted, and that by many
different people: scribes, Phari-
sees, Sadducees, lawyers and oth-
ers. Once, a lawyer asked Him,
“Teacher, which is the great com-
mandment in the law?” (Mt. 22:36
Nksv). Shortly before that question,
a Pharisee said to the Lord, “‘Tell
us ... what do You think? Is it law-
ful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?’
But Jesus perceived their wicked-
ness, and said, ‘Why do you test
Me, you hypocrites?”” (vv.17-18).

The Lord Revealed

When Tempted By The Devil
About three years earlier, the
Lord Jesus was tempted by the
Devil. After Jesus had been with-
out food for 40 days and nights
and was very hungry, the Devil
challenged Him, “If You are the

e iSSUES

Son of God, command that these
stones become bread” (4:3). What
we know, however, is that the
Lord Jesus is both the “Bread of
Life” and the “living Stone” (Jn.
6:35; 1 Pet. 2:4). The Devil would
have known this as well, for what
the Lorp “spoke ... was done; He
commanded, and it stood fast”
(Ps. 33:9). Therefore the Lord an-
swered, “It is written, ‘Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceeds from
the mouth of God” (Mt. 4:4).

The Devil then took Jesus to
the Holy City, Jerusalem, “and
said to Him, ‘If you are the Son of
God, throw Yourself down. For it
is written: “He shall give His an-
gels charge over you,” and, “In
their hands they shall bear you up,
lest you dash your foot against a
stone”” (v.6). However, the Dev-
il knew very well that the Lord
is the Rock: “Is there a God be-
sides Me? Indeed there is no other
Rock” (Isa. 44:8). The Lord Jesus
is also the “Head of the corner”
(Mt. 21:42 xsv), of whom is it writ-
ten: “Whoever falls on this stone
will be broken; but on whomever
it falls, it will grind him to pow-
der” (v.44 nxiv). In response to
this temptation, Jesus said, “It is
written again, ‘You shall not tempt
the Lorp your God™” (4:7).

“Again, the Devil took Him up
on an exceedingly high mountain,
and showed Him all the kingdoms
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of the world and their glory. And
he said to Him, ‘All these things
I will give You if You fall down
and worship me” (vv.8-9). The
Devil is the ruler of this world (Jn.
16:11), but it will soon pass away
(1 Jn. 2:17). For our comfort, re-
member what the Lord Jesus said
to His disciples, “Be of good cheer,
I have overcome the world” (Jn.
16:33). Therefore, “God ... has
highly exalted Him
and given Him the
name which is above
every name, that at
the name of Jesus ev-
ery knee should bow,
of those in heaven,
and of those on earth,

Our Lord and
Savior at times in
His life on earth
was hungry, thirsty,
poor and tired. He

for a foundation, a tried stone, a
precious cornerstone, a sure foun-
dation; whoever believes will not
act hastily” (Isa. 28:16, see MLt.
21:42). The Stone is none other
than the Lord Jesus Christ.

In Daniel 2:45 we read of
Him as “the Stone ... cut out of
the mountain without hands, and
that broke in pieces the iron, the
bronze, the clay, the silver, and
the gold.” This was
the interpretation of
Nebuchadnezzer’s
dream about the king-
doms which would
rule the world. The
materials of the image
he saw in his dream

and of those under faced high winds were “crushed togeth-
the earth” (Phil. 2:9- and powerful waves; er, and became like
10). The Lord’s re- and He can help chaff from the sum-
sponse to this third  youy in the difficult ~ mer threshing floors:
temptatlop was: circumstances the wind carried them
“Away with you Sa- of life away so that no trace

tan! For it is written,
‘You shall worship
the Lorp your God, and Him only
you shall serve’ (Mt. 4:10).

The Lord Revealed

As The Last Adam

The Devil had succeeded when
tempting the first Adam (Gen.
3), but he had no success when
tempting the last Adam, who is
described as “a life-giving spirit”
(1 Cor. 15:45). Of Christ, it is writ-
ten: “Behold, I lay in Zion a stone

of them was found.
And the Stone that
struck the image became a great
mountain and filled the whole
earth” (v.35). In Revelation 19:16,
we read of this Stone as having
“on His robe and on His thigh a
name written: KING OF KINGS
AND LORD OF LORDS.”

He could truly say, “All au-
thority [power, xiv] has been giv-
en to Me in heaven and on earth”
(Mt. 28:18). Of Him it is written:
“The God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
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the Father of glory ... put all
things under His feet” (Eph. 1:17-
22). Jesus, the Stone “in all points
tempted as we are, yet without
sin” (Heb. 4:15), “is able to aid
those who are tempted” (2:18).

The Lord Revealed To You

Our Lord and Savior at times
in His life on earth was hungry,
thirsty, poor and tired. He faced
high winds and powerful waves;
and He can help you in the diffi-
cult circumstances of life. He can
sympathize and help, having been
the One of whom it is
written: “Foxes have
holes and birds of the
air have nests, but
the Son of Man has

Christ ... suffered
once for sins, the
just for the unjust,

My heart is like wax; it has melted
within Me” (Ps. 22:14). “Christ ...
suffered once for sins, the just for
the unjust, that He might bring us
to God” (1 Pet. 3:18).

The Lord Jesus is still call-
ing, “Come to Me, all you who
labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest” (Mt. 11:28).
By contrast, anyone who does
not do so, whose name is “not
found written in the Book of
Life [will be] cast into the lake
of fire” (Rev. 20:15).

“Listen to Me, you who fol-
low after righteous-
ness, you who seek
the Lorp: Look to
the Rock from which
you were hewn, and

nowhere to lay His tihat He might to the hole of the pit
head” (Lk. 9:58). bring us to God.”  from which you were
Jesus  rejoiced 1 Pet. 3:18 dug” (Isa. 51:1).

with them that re-

joiced, as at the wedding at Cana
in Galilee (Jn. 2:1-10); and He
wept with those who wept, such
as when Lazarus died (Jn. 11:32-
36). He it is who gave living wa-
ter to the woman of Samaria — the
woman who “had five husbands”
and was then with another man
(Jn. 4:4-30,39-42).

The hour came as appointed
by God when the Lord gave Him-
self as the supreme Sacrifice on the
cross. It was then when He could
say, “I am poured out like water,
and all My bones are out of joint;

However, let us not
be described as what we read in
Deuteronomy 32:18, which says,
“Of the Rock who begot you, you
are unmindful, and have forgot-
ten the God who fathered you.”

May we remember the many
ways in which this Rock has been
revealed and the blessed love and
care we enjoy through Him, who
has been tested in all things. He,
the tempted Stone, is our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ. GT

(Adapted from “The Lord Is My Rock,”
Rivers of Waters Literature Ministry)
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The purpose of this column is to help you study the Bible on your

% own. Look up the Bible references and think about them before
SCOVER  writing your answers. Do not send this study to us, as this is not

a correspondence course.

For the next few months, our studies will be on some of the riches
in Scriptures that speak about Christ. Speaking to the Jews, Je-
sus said, “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have
eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me” (Jn. 5:39). In this
study, let’s look at Christ as the Savior.

Read Matthew 1:18-21

1. Who spoke to Joseph in a dream?
2. Why did he speak to Joseph?
3. What did he reveal about the baby Mary was carrying?

Read Luke 2:8-13

1. Who came to the shepherds?
2. What did he say to them about the one who was born in the city of
David?

Read Luke 2:25-35
1. Who held Jesus in his arms?
2. What did his eyes see?
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Read John 4:39-43
1. Who came to Jesus?
2. What did the Samaritans say of Jesus after hearing Him?

Read Acts 16:16-32
1. What did the girl say of Paul and those with him?

. Where did Paul and Silas end up?
. What happened at midnight?
. What was the keeper of the prison going to do?
. Who stopped him?
. What did the keeper ask Paul and Silas?
. Write down their response.

N O U1 b~ W N

8. What did Paul and Silas share with the keeper and his house?

Read Ephesians 5:23
1. Who is the “head of the church”?
2. “He is the of the body.”

Read John 11:46-52
1. Who were the chief priests and Pharisees afraid of?
2. Who prophesied of Jesus’ death?
3. Why did the rulers want to put him to death?

Read Acts 4:8-12
1. How are we to be saved?

Read Philippians 3:20-21; Hebrews 9:27-28
1. Who are we to be waiting for?
2. What are we waiting for?

In our next month’s Discover Column look for more riches of Christ.
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e FAMILY

In The Hands Of
The Lorp Of Hosts In Shiloh!

by Scott Cassell

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.” —2 Timothy 2:15 ks

One key to understanding any
section of the Bible is to clear-
ly grasp how our Lord related to
His people in the particular pas-
sage. In 1 Samuel 1:3, God’s title
is given as “The Lorp of hosts in
Shiloh.” “Hosts” means “armies
of heaven.” As the Lorp of Hosts,
God seeks to bless His own — us
— with portions from Himself. He
delights to use heavenly resources
to bring us into practical posses-
sion of spiritual things. The Lord
desires that we conquer spiritual
ground and occupy it by what we
do — and He will use the entire
complement of His hosts that we
might be blessed in this way.

Our enemies seek to occupy
that heavenly ground, but it is
intended for the saints. When Eli-
sha’s servant was distressed by the
surrounding army from Syria, the
prophet prayed that his servant’s
eyes would be opened to see the
Lorp’s hosts standing nearby (2 Ki.

6:15-19). Elisha’s prayer was an-
swered, and the servant then saw
“the mountain was full of horses
and chariots of fire round about.”

A Few Points From Joshua

The whole book of Joshua is very
encouraging. In chapter 18 we
read of the children of Israel as-
sembling at Shiloh. Shiloh means
“peaceful tranquility.” It was the
proper place for His people, having
journeyed out of Egypt, to begin
their battles; and it was the place
to return for solace later. There, Is-
rael set up the tent of meeting, and
we read the land of Canaan “was
subdued before them” (v.1).

At this juncture in Israel’s jour-
ney, seven of the twelve tribes had
yet to have their inheritance allo-
cated. The New Testament book of
Colossians was written to saints in
much the same position. The pas-
sage in Joshua pictures believers
who have been delivered from the
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world and placed in the presence
of God’s victories. Yet, there was
still more land to occupy than
what had been already gained. It
may be well to recognize that we
are always in such a position of
having more spiritual ground yet
to be occupied than what has been
already gained.

Lessons From Scripture

First and Second Samuel encour-
age us by telling about the Lorp’s
people’s passing through deep ex-
ercise while He, the
Lorp of Hosts, bless-

It is clearly stated

Elkanah: During the time in which
these saints lived it would seem ob-
vious that many considered it a re-
proach, or point of shame, for a mar-
ried couple to be childless. Perhaps
it was regarded as a sign that God
was not blessing them. Elkanah,
Hannah’s husband, seemed to do
several things correctly, including
taking his entire family each year to
the proper location to worship and
sacrifice. However, his family was
divided by strife. Hannah'’s response
to this conflict was prayer. Elkanah,
by taking a second
wife so he could have

ed them richly. The that Elkanah loved  children, missed the
blessings are from Hannah, but it would rich blessing that Han-
the Lorp’s own hand, appear that he fell nah expfarienced later.
matching the specific hort in the dail It is not God’s
needs of the individ- shortin the aaily plan for a man to
ual. Hannah, for ex- giving of himselffor have more than one
ample, initially was her benefit. wife, yet FElkanah

sorely troubled and

deeply vexed, but then she gave
birth to the prophet Samuel, who
would be a blessing for God’s
people. She described herself as
“a woman of sorrowful spirit ...
[that] out of the abundance of
my grief and provocation have I
spoken hitherto” (1 Sam. 1:15-16
JND). Hannah was deeply hurt and
richly blessed. We still read these
many years later of her faith and
the godly grace that our God
worked in her life. Let’s consider
a few Old Testament individuals
with a little more detail.

used natural means to
remove a reproach and solve his
perceived problem. By contrast,
Isaac prayed for his wife, Re-
bekah, and God gave them chil-
dren (see Gen. 25:21). Ephesians
5:25 says, “Husbands, love your
wives, even as Christ also loved
the church, and gave Himself for
it” (xv). It is clearly stated that
Elkanah loved Hannah, but it
would appear that he fell short
in the daily giving of himself for
her benefit. This is where the rich
and honest feelings of being a
husband are experienced.
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In 1 Samuel 1:8 Elkanah

asked Hannah, “Am not I better
to thee than ten sons?” Perhaps
he believed, just like many men
today, that the love he felt for
his wife was the solution to her
problems. It is clear in this chap-
ter that such was not the case,
as Hannah continued to suffer.
This married couple should have
passed together through the deep
exercise of not having children.
Such a trial would have drawn
the two closer to one another. If
they had acted in unity regard-
ing Hannah’s being childless,
then today we would see the
prophet Samuel as the son of this
godly couple rather than the son
for which Hannah alone prayed.
Elkanah’s actions, however, in
taking a second wife greatly con-
tributed to Hannah’s suffering.
This is a sobering message to all
married men. How good it is to
keep the great example of our
Lord and how much He gave for
His bride always before us.
Eli the priest: This man is set
before us as the complete an-
ti-type to the grace that the Lorp
of Hosts worked in Hannah. Eli
lacked discernment, as his eyes
were dim. We may recall others
from Scripture who were blind,
Samson (Jud. 16:21) physically,
and Hezekiah (Isa. 38:14) and
the church at Laodicea (Rev.
3:17) spiritually.

In 1 Samuel 2, a man of God
came to Eli and told him that he,
Eli, honored his sons more than he
did the Lorp. Eli wanted to enjoy
the things of this world through
his two young sons. They were
sinfully taking food from those
who came to sacrifice and using
it to enrich themselves. Eli took
part in the same and became fat -
heavy, sitting on a stool. Sadly, it
appears this father simply saw his
children as ones through whom he
could benefit for his own pleasure.

By the contrasts presented,
a lesson the Lord teaches us in
these early verses of 1 Samuel 1-2
is how He would have us to view
our dear children. After the Lorp
had worked deeply in Hannah’s
soul, she came to see her child as
a “vessel unto honour, sanctified,
and meet for the master’s use, and
prepared unto every good work”
(2 Tim. 2:21). This is the crux, the
best way to view having offspring.
Eve: Perhaps an often-overlooked
teaching on parenting and the
home is the topic of the wife rul-
ing the house. Let me first intro-
duce a measure of background
truth. The man Adam was placed
into the garden of Eden, and “thus
the heavens and the earth ...
were finished” (Gen. 2:1). All the
animals of the air, sea and land
had already been created. But
unlike the animals, man initially
had no mate. Adam must have
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known he was the only human on
earth and that this whole creation
was new. Then we read what the
Lorp God said: “It is not good that
the man should be alone” (v.18).
God was preparing Adam for
what he was about to receive. Re-
member Adam was in innocence.
The Lorp God made Eve from a
rib of Adam, having said, “I will
make him an help meet for him”
(v.18). The “help” is the answer
to the problem of his being alone
— a provision of greater worth
than simply what is
sufficient. The next
phrase is what I am
seeking to bring be-
fore us and consider:
“meet for him.” It
means his equal.
God had created
an entire universe.
Of the creatures he
had made for earth, Adam was at
the top. Eve occupied that same
place in the order of creation. It
is a pleasant thing to accept the
simplicity of what God has estab-
lished. The wife was God’s answer
to man’s loneliness, and this re-
quired that she be like him. Keep
in mind that, as students of Scrip-
ture, we know that the order of
the home and the public place tak-
en by men and by women is very
specific, placing men as the head
of the wife (1 Cor. 11:3). Yet they
both take their role so as to exhib-

Satan certainly
reserves his most
subtle wiles, or
tricks, for when we
plan to attend a
Bible study or
prayer meeting.

it God’s order, that their lives will
say, “We believe God is right.”

Now consider 1 Timothy
5:14: “So I would have young-
er widows marry, bear children,
manage their households ...”
(esv). In the Darby translation
the phrase “manage their house-
holds” is translated as “rule the
house.” This is not rule over her
husband, but over the children
and the everyday tasks of keep-
ing things in order. Managing a
household takes much work, es-
pecially one includ-
ing children. It is a
grand task and the
stakes are enormous.
Therefore, it is folly
for a man to expect
his wife to have a
job outside the home
and still effectively
manage their house-
hold. The society we live in may
not value the role of a young
married woman staying home to
manage the house and its many
associated tasks, but in God’s eyes
it is of utmost importance.
Hannah: The persecution that
Hannah suffered was most intense
at the time of going to Shiloh to
offer sacrifice. It was then that her
adversary provoked her year af-
ter year. Likewise, Satan certainly
reserves his most subtle wiles, or
tricks, for when we plan to attend
a Bible study or prayer meeting.
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Hannah needed a change in
her perspective. Initially she sim-
ply wanted children, but the Lorp
had shut up her womb - yes, this
was the Lorp’s doing. The Lorp
performed a deep work in her
life, such that she came to see the
needs of God’s people. Hannah
saw the circumstances in Israel
as personified by Eli’s two sons,
Hophni and Phinehas. She then
asked the Lorp for a man child
- not just a baby, but a prophet
who could turn the hearts of His
people toward God. His children
need to be in submission and
obedience - the great healing
principle of humanity.

As to her son, Hannah ini-
tially said that she would “give
him unto the Lorp all the days of
his life” (1 Sam. 1:11 xyv). Lat-
er she changed this to “as long
as he liveth he shall be lent to
the Lorp” (v.28). In both state-
ments it was for his entire life.
Once her son was born to her,
she came to understand that you
always have your children; and
when they hurt, you hurt. For
grandchildren, you hurt double:
first for your grandchild and
second for your son or daugh-
ter. It never ends. She came to
realize that she would always be
attached to him.

This believing mother expect-
ed her son to grow in the Lorb.

She made him a little coat each
year (2:19), bigger than the year
before. Looking at Hannah I am
reminded: What would we do
without our mothers?

Conclusion

“And Jehovah appeared again
at Shiloh; for Jehovah revealed
Himself to Samuel at Shiloh by
the word of Jehovah ... And what
Samuel had said happened to all
Israel” (1 Sam. 3:21, 4:1 JnD).
It appears from these two vers-
es that Hannah’s suffering was
greatly rewarded. Once the Lorp
had Samuel walking before Him,
then the Lorp of Hosts could sup-
port his growth with all of His
heavenly resources.

Consider one other exam-
ple. When David was fleeing
from King Saul he could count
on these same resources. A large
number of miraculous things
happened along the way as David
acted in faith. On the other hand,
when he greatly sinned, everything
worked against him (2 Sam. 24);
and his own attempt to bless Me-
phibosheth ran into confusion
thanks to the lies and trickery of
Ziba (16:1-4, 19:24-29).

May we learn to live in full de-
pendence on our Lord and Savior
— the Lorp of Hosts! We will rest in
a peaceful tranquility as we trust
Him and lean on His grace. GT
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e OVERVIEW

Colossians

by Leslie M. Grant

“Giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheri-
tance of the saints in the light. He has delivered us from the power of darkness
and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.”
—~Colossians 1:12-13 Nkyv

Colossians, meaning “monstros-
ities,” has much in common
with Ephesians. However, it does
not present the saints as seated
in heavenly places, but consid-
ers them as still walking through
a wilderness world. Provision for
the journey is heavenly, and the
blessed fullness of this provision in
the person of Christ is beautifully
seen. “In Him dwells all the full-
ness of the Godhead bodily” (2:9).

In connection with this full-
ness, the word “all” is constantly
used. This was needful in warn-
ing them against the dangers of
philosophy on the one hand and
religious mysticism on the oth-
er. The first appeals merely to
intellect; the other insults the
intellect. Though often found cu-

riously intermixed, the dangers
presented a monstrosity indeed
— with two heads in contradic-
tion. The preeminent headship
of Christ is the blessed answer to
this situation.

Christ is seen as Head of all
creation and as Head of the body,
the Church. He will reconcile all
things in earth and heaven, but
He has now reconciled all believ-
ers. He has provided both the
ministry of the gospel and of the
Church through the apostle Paul.
In all of this there is double pro-
vision: what is toward the world
and that which is for His saints.

Nourishing, heavenly food is
found in this book. Such food will
preserve us from evil even in its
most refined forms. GT

This column is adapted from the book “The Bible, Its 66 Books In Brief.”
It is available for purchase from: Believer’s Bookshelf USA (www.bbusa.org)
and Believers Bookshelf Canada (www.bbcan.org).
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SERVING

His Own Servants

by Robert J. Costen

“If any one serve Me, let him follow Me; and
where I am, there also shall be My servant.”
—John 12:26 D

Everyone who has experienced 6. He made Himself accessible
a personal relationship with to all people (Mk. 1:32-34).

our Lord Jesus Christ is His ser- 7. He moved in the circle of
vant, and if we desire to serve those who loved Him (vv.29-31).
Him, we must follow Him! He 8. He was dependent upon God
was God’s perfect Servant, and if | in prayer (v.35).

we wish to serve acceptably then 9. He refused popularity and did

let us trace His service in the Gos- not seek His own glory (vv.37-38).
pels as He went about doing good. 10. He had compassion and per-
Consider some of His traits: sonal contact with those who
1. He waited on God’s time were in need (vv.40-42).
(Mk. 1:14-15). How good that Christ has left

2. He started serving where He | us an example; we should follow
had been brought up (Lk. 4:16). | in His steps (1 Pet. 2:21). Once
3. He identified Himself with | we were servants of sin, but now,

others (Mk. 1:16-20). being His own, we are His ser-
4. He taught with authority | vants and servants of God, de-
(vv.21-27). voted to do His will. The Lord is
5. He spoke gracious words, yet | coming soon. Let us be good and
with power (Lk. 4:22,32). faithful servants! GT

“Be Thou the ob_ject Ioright and fa'u' to ﬁ“ and saﬁsﬁ/ the heart;
My hope to meet Thee in the air, and nevermore from Thee to part;
That1 may undistracted be to fo“ow, serve, and wait for Thee.
—George W. Frazer (1830-1896)
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Q

e YOUeASKED

A

If Jesus Christ is the eternal God and He is perfect
before the foundation of the world, how can He be
“made perfect” (Heb 5:9 kiv)?

s God, the Lord Jesus Christ is,
nd ever was, perfect. Scrip-
ture does not, however, speak of
Him as the Lord Jesus Christ before
He came into this world, was born
as a baby and laid in a manger in
Bethlehem. In the early verses of
John’s gospel He is called “the
Word.” Indeed, this gospel opens
with the words, “In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God”
(Jn. 1:1 nkuv). Several verses later
we read: “The Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, and we be-
held His glory” (v.14).

In Luke 1:31 the angel Gabri-
el told the Virgin Mary, “Behold,
you will conceive in your womb
and bring forth a Son, and shall
call His name Jesus.” Sometime
later the angel of the Lord spoke
to Mary’s intended spouse! in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of Da-
vid, do not be afraid to take to you
Mary your wife, for that which
is conceived in her is of the Holy
Spirit. And she will bring forth a
Son, and you shall call His name
Jesus, for He will save His people
from their sins” (Mt. 1:20-21).

We conclude from these pas-
sages that the holy Son of God
was given the name “Jesus” when
He entered manhood. “Christ” is
the Greek rendering of the He-
brew word “Messiah.” The angel
told the shepherds that this baby
was “a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord” (Lk. 2:11).

Before Jesus grew up, He was
first called a “Babe” (v.12), then
a “Child” (v.17). Just as Scrip-
ture makes absolutely clear that
He is God - God the Son - it is
equally clear that having been
born into this world of a wom-
an, He is true Man. God’s Word
gives Him many marvelous titles,
but the most prevalent term He
used to refer to Himself was “Son
of Man.” We are on holy ground
when we speak of the wonderful
mystery of His unique person.

In Hebrews 5 we are still
in the portion of this book that
sets forth our Lord Jesus as High
Priest. As God in eternity past, He
was not High Priest. He “did not
glorify Himself to become High
Priest (v.5), but was given this
high honor by God. It was “in the
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days of His flesh” that “He learned
obedience by the things which He
suffered” (vv.7-8). He was, and is,
always morally perfect, for being
who He is, the Holy One of God,
He could not be otherwise. But
obedience was something new for
Him here on earth. He “humbled
Himself, becoming obedient even
unto death, and that the death of
the cross” (Phil. 2:8 jnp).
Hebrews 2:10 says that “it
was fitting for Him, for whom are
all things and by whom are all
things, in bringing many sons to
glory, to make the captain of their
salvation perfect through suffer-
ings” (nksv). A helpful footnote
in the Darby translation® points
out that the expression “to make
perfect” in the book of Hebrews
is used in the sense of fitting one
for an office. After the Lord Jesus
had suffered and died, God glo-
rified Him so that “He became
author of eternal salvation to all
who obey Him, called by God as
High Priest according to the order

of Melchizedek” (5:9-10 nkv).
Thus the expression “made
perfect” (ksv) in Hebrews 5:9 in
no way refers to or conflicts with
the divine perfection which is in-
trinsic to our Lord Jesus Christ as
God. It indicates, rather, how His
sufferings while here on earth fit-
ted Him for the glorious position
of High Priest according to the or-
der of Melchizedek to which God
has now called Him.
—Answered by Eugene P. Vedder, Jr.

Endnotes

1. We would speak of Joseph and
Mary as engaged; but by Jewish cus-
tom they are referred to as husband
and wife, although the marriage had
not yet been consummated. An en-
gagement was held to be sacred just
as if it was a marriage.

2. Footnote “g” on the expression “to
make perfect” in Hebrews 2:10 reads:
““Make perfect’ in Hebrews has the
force of doing all required to initiate
into an office, to make a person fit to
be installed in the office. It is some-
times translated ‘consecrate.””

%PONSE

Thank you for renewing my subscription. I particularly en-
joyed the article in the July/August 2017 issue about being an
idol worshiper. The 12 questions were very thought provoking
and made me really think about some of the choices I have

been making. — Illinois, USA
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lady who was 90 years old said,
as she breathed her last, “Peace,
perfect peace.” The Bible de-
clares, “Being justified by faith,
we have peace with God” (v.1).
Death has no terror for the per-
son who is saved. Last words are
often considered to be of special
importance, and those of another
were, “I am going to see mother
and sister, but I want to see Jesus
first of all.” Could you say that? If
you have taken the Lord Jesus as
your Savior, you can.

Each sinner is an enemy of
God by wicked works. My sin was
against a holy God, but He loved
me and gave His Son to die for me.

Two men behind bars were
asked, “Do you know anyone who
loves you enough to die for you?”

A

They said, “No.” But I am here to
tell you that there is One. It is the
One who created the universe and
now upholds it by the word of His
power: Jesus. He died for you. I
can say that He died for me and I
have everlasting life, because the
Bible says so (Jn. 3:36, 5:24).

Death is called the “king of
terrors,” but for the believer it is
not a fearful thing. “We know we
have passed from death unto life”
(5:24). Life - life everlasting — be-
longs to the believer. We will be
forever with the Lord (1 Th. 4:17-
18). He said, “I will not forget
thee. Behold, I have graven thee
upon the palms of My hands” (Isa.
49:15-16).

The Christian can say, as ex-
pressed by Augustus M. Toplady
(1740-1778):

Things future, nor things that are
now, nor all things below or above,
Can make Him His purpose forego,
or sever our souls from His love.
Our names from the palms of His
hands eternity will not erase:
Impressed on His heart they remain
in marks of indelible grace.

What about you? “Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). GT

(Adapted from a message shared
at the editor’s great-grandmother’s
funeral on June 3, 1952.)
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e GOOD°NEWS

Here are two words: “life” and “death.” One is heart-rending and
stirring the world everywhere — that is “death.” Wherever we
go we find those who have been face to face with death, as death
has been there before us. The Bible says that death came because
our forefather Adam disobeyed God and sinned (Rom. 5:12).

Unbelieving men and women “through fear of death [are] all
their lifetime subject to bondage” (Heb. 2:15 ksv). This is felt the
world over. Death is a fearful thing. People try to explain it; doctors
work to stop it.

The very breath that we draw is from the hand of God, yet we
find people everywhere rebelling against the One who gave them
their breath! Every man and woman will have to meet God, against
whom they have sinned, for after death comes judgment (9:27).

The one who has the power of death (2:14), Satan, uses it to fill
the hearts of mankind with dread and fear; but God offers everlast-
ing life. The Lord Jesus came, sent by the Father, and spoke words
of life. He said, “He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him
that sent Me, hath everlasting life” (Jn. 5:24). The blessed Lord
Jesus came down from heaven and bore our penalty that we might
have eternal life rather than eternal death. Christ died for sinners
(Rom. 5:8); He died for me.

The last audible words of one believer, who spoke many other
words during her 86 years, were, “I am going to Jesus!” A Christian

- continued on inside back cover
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